
At Champlain College, we are proud of our Alumni! We want to tell their 
stories and celebrate their successes. Our Alumni stand out for their 
professional accomplishments, contributions to their communities and beyond. 
We recently caught up with Travis Mears ’06 to see what life has been like 
since Champlain and to ask him why he still remains close to his alma mater.  

Tell us a little bit about yourself and how you 
ended up at Champlain College. 
Hailing from the Green Mountain State of 
Vermont, I grew up in the south west corner of 
the state in Bennington with my parents, older 
sister and younger brother. I grew up in a 
household of very humble beginnings and am 
the first in my family to graduate from college – 
earning my Bachelor’s degree in Public Relations. 
Admittedly, Champlain was my “Plan B” school. 
Throughout my life, I have firmly believed that 
everything happens for a reason. As cliché as it 
sounds, I knew Champlain was where I was meant 
to be the moment I stepped out of the car at 
Skiff Hall for my admissions tour. This was where 
I belonged. I had no idea what I wanted to be 
when I grew up, and truth-be-told I still don’t, 
despite this Champlain provided me with the 
community of encouragement and support to 
explore. Something that, in my professional 
opinion, all students need time to do. 

Did you have job on campus? 
I received work study as part of my financial aid package, from the first day of my freshman year 
to the day I graduated, I was a Tour Guide for the Admissions Office. I spent my time at work 
sharing with prospective students and their parents all of the amazing things about Champlain. 
I also had the opportunity to oversee the prospective and admitted student events - back 
then, the Admissions Office was a lot smaller and students served in higher level positions. 
Additionally, I was also a Resident Assistant and Senior Resident Assistant. 
However, I think I am most proud of my work to resurrect the Student Government Association. 
It had been dormant for several years when I started at Champlain. I remember sitting in Hauke 
Lounge with my classmates discussing how we were going to make it happen. It makes me 
really happy to know that it has grown into such a robust program!
Now that I have been out of school and having worked as a practitioner in the field of education 
for almost 15 years, I have to say that Champlain continues to be a model for the future of 
education.

Did you have any internships while you were at Champlain? 
During my time at Champlain I took the opportunity to participate in a few internships – the 
one I remember most was working at Hall Communications in their Promotions Department. I 
very much enjoyed the experience gaining real world incite and having the opportunity to 
discern what I wanted to do after graduation. I was even offered a job at the conclusion of my 
internship. Thanks to this opportunity I was reaffirmed in my decision to attend graduate school 
and pursue a career in education full-time. 

Is there one professor that stands out in your mind that made a difference? 
Well, I would have to say there are a few.  I remember taking Mass Media and Society with 
Nancy Kerr and without exaggeration, I sat through the first class, left and immediately went to 
change my major to Public Relations.  I was so taken by Nancy’s passion and excitement, I knew 
that this was what I wanted to do. Cinse Bonino and Elaine Young also had a big impact in my 
life and career path. I love staying in touch with many of my former professors, now friends. 

How did your time at Champlain change you?
Champlain gave me the gift of time and opportunity. Time to figure out who I was and the 
opportunity to figure out what I wanted to do.  The faculty and staff supported me 150% 
without question. I had the opportunity to really explore who I truly am as a person. My time 
at Champlain gave me the chance to grow and find my voice. So much so that at the age of 20, 
while attending Champlain, I was ready to come out and again, I felt supported and accepted 
even before there was an official Office of Diversity & Inclusion. Champlain made me who I am 
today and I am so grateful. Champlain will forever be part of my story. 

So what have you been up to since graduation?
After Champlain, I went on to earn my Master’s in Student Affairs in Higher Education from 
Colorado University. Following graduation, I moved to Washington and began working in the 
field of Higher Education in Student Services.  From there, I was recruited by Semester at Sea 
and sailed for 104 days to 16 cities in 13 different countries throughout Asia, Africa, Europe, 
and North America. In my role as one of the Student Life Administrators, I supported a shipboard 
community comprised of 800+ international students and community members from institutions 
around the world.
After this experience, I still had an urge to live abroad and I was not ready to be back in the 
U.S. so I decided to take a job living in Central London for six months as the Director of the 
N.U. in England Program through Northeastern University.  At the end of my yearlong adventure 
abroad in 2014, I moved to Seattle and have come to call the Pacific Northwest home. However, 
I have to admit if the timing of the London position was longer - I would probably still be living 
abroad.

Tell us about your current role as the Director of Development & Scholarship Programs at 
Greater Seattle Business Association 
Having been head hunted for the position, I was flattered. When I heard the role was a 
combination of supporting student success while working with an organization that is promoting 
diversity and equality in business it felt like a dream come true and I jumped at the opportunity. 
GSBA is the largest LGBT and allied chamber of commerce in the United States with over 1200 
members. In addition to business development and advocacy on behalf of business and civil 
rights, GSBA sponsors a Scholarship program, which since 1990, has awarded over $2.7 million 
to 500+ LGBTQ and allied students in Washington State. GSBA is also the sponsor of Travel 
OUT Seattle an LGBT Tourism Initiative created to increase revenue in the state of Washington 
by raising the national visibility of our region as a welcoming, progressive state and a top LGBT 
Tourist destination. In my role, I am tasked with supporting strategic fundraising initiatives, 
program expansion and scholarship disbursement. Last year, we awarded over 45 Scholarships 
totaling more than $400,000 dollars. It is a privilege to work for an organization that is truly of 
the city and now just in it. Earlier this year, I was selected as one of Microsoft’s sponsored 
talents to participate in UNLEASH, a global innovation lab that brings together people from all 
over the world to transform 1,000 personal insights into hundreds of ideas and build lasting 
global networks around the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This year, 
the event took place in and near Copenhagen, Denmark. UNLEASH accepts top talents aged 
20-35 who demonstrate commitment to solving the world’s most pressing challenges, possess 
a creative and innovative mindset, have a proven track record of making contributions to solving 
social causes, willingness to engage in co-creation with peers and experts, and have the 
language proficiency needed to engage in complex discussions. Needless to say, this was a life 
changing experience.

What does the future hold for you? 
Like I said, I am still not sure what I want to be when I grow up. At this point, I see myself 
pursing the chief executive position at an education based organization and without a doubt 
living abroad again. Recently, I have also been encouraged to think about running for political 
office in the future. I have been fortunate to have opportunities to engage and empower 
people in my life and I would love to feel like I am doing something for the greater good. I 
don’t want to be a bystander - there is a lot to be done to bring our country together and we 
all have a responsibility to do something positive to make a difference. 

What do you like to do in your free time?
In my free time, I coach CrossFit part-time and LOVE it! I spend about 13 hours a week at my 
gym coaching and working out myself. I am also a HUGE foodie and love exploring the Seattle 
culinary scene. 

What is something that people might be surprised to learn about you? 
Truth be told, I love being in front of an audience. My mother always told me that “my mouth 
would make me money” one day. Something you wouldn’t guess is that still get nervous in 
social situations.

Knowing what you know now, what advice would you give yourself on that first day on 
campus? 
Well, when I came to Champlain I wasn’t confident, I didn’t know who I was - That took some 
time to figure out.
I would say… Travis, you’ve got this! Trust your instincts and believe everything that is happening 
is supposed to be happening right now. Let the cards fall where they may because they are 
going to fall in a pretty cool way! 


